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Hopefully dedicated: 
To fresh seekers
And old prodigals. 
Come. 
 
 

Chapter One:
The Great Cancellation

	We live in a treacherous hour. As I write, over 2 million have caught a deadly disease. Over 150,000 have died in a matter of months. Most of the world is quarantined at home. The world’s economy has suddenly come to a halt. Millions have lost their jobs. And no one really knows what will come next. No, this isn’t the first paragraph of some potboiler dystopian novel. This is the COVID-19 Crisis. 
COVID-19. We’re all tired of that abbreviation by now. But we can’t stop saying it. We can’t avoid the news—the lives stolen, the livelihoods destroyed, the dreams shattered, the economies recessed. If we’ve lost loved ones, we can’t ignore the piercing sting of bereavement. If we’ve lost work, we can’t ignore the fresh pressure to provide. And there’s one more thing we can’t ignore—mortality. For once, we realize we’re not invincible. That’s a shock in itself.
Most people try to avoid the reality of death. The world loves the classic adage, “Eat, drink, and be merry.” It’s plastered on everything from beer mugs to cheap wall art. But who finishes the phrase, admitting, “tomorrow we die?” Humankind avoids death by a million false tonics—plastic surgery to avoid the look of death, alcohol to avoid the feel of death, self-righteous moralism to avoid the fear of death. Some even try to secure eternal life through cryogenic burial. But in this hour, we can’t avoid the reality of death. And do you know what? That’s a good thing.
For once, you have to face what was true all along. One day, you will die. It could be 5 minutes from now. It could be 5 decades from now. But sooner or later, you will pass behind the smokey veil. In this little book, I want to help you sort through that reality. I  want to help you answer the tough questions. Why do we die? What happens after death? How can we avoid a painful afterlife, and obtain a joyful one? Then, if you’ll allow, I’ll let you in on the ancient cure for death; a solution neglected for millennia but 100% successful among those who receive it in truth.
But first, let’s reminisce. 
The Interruption of 2020.
Enter a little lightheartedness. Remember December 31, 2019—the day before the end of the world? Of course I’m joking. The world spins on; even in crisis. But 2020 has been one difficult year.
Yes, dreaded 2020—the brunt of a thousand internet memes and talk show quips. One read, “Have we tried unplugging 2020, waiting a couple seconds and plugging it back in?” Everyone seems to joke ad infinitum about this difficult year. And there’s nothing necessarily wrong with a little comedic therapy. But 2020’s tragedies are no laughing matter. Our world has experienced a sudden and radical interruption.
Just think about it. Before the COVID-19 Crisis, life was normal. We went to work. We gathered with family and friends (in restaurants!). We dedicated time to our dreams and aspirations. We planned for the future. We went to the movies (2018 and 2019 grossed highest in  all of cinema history).1 On the street, the kinder among us smiled and waved at strangers. The meaner might have frowned at one another; but if so, they did it within less than six feet of distance. And I can’t speak for every country, but in many senses, Americans were doing better than normal. Our economy had grown drastically. Unemployment had hit a fifty-year low.2  Democrats, Republicans, and Independents alike celebrated the booming economy.3 Americans certainly had their political concerns and frustrations, but a record 90% claimed they felt satisfied or very satisfied with their lives.4 And most of the world at least had the security of standard health. 
Then, everything collapsed. In about three months, America went from peace to pandemic; prosperity to poverty. Many nations experienced the same. The virus advanced, and the world stopped. 	Travel restrictions arose worldwide. Death’s shadow lay heavy over China, Italy, and Spain, pressuring governments to radical measures. The hour of quarantine had come—and a difficult hour it would be. 
Had you planned a wedding? Cancelled [my in-laws suffered this reality.] Graduation? Cancelled. Normal life, sans special events? Sorry, cancelled. Your job, cancelled. Your income, cancelled. Your church gatherings, cancelled. Your classes, cancelled. Your child care, cancelled. Your toilet paper? Well, not quite cancelled, but suddenly hard to find. The virus was out, so we had to stay in, no matter the cost. Why? We didn’t want human lives to be cancelled. 
The Great Cancellation.
But lives were cancelled anyways. Thousands of them every day. Most of the fallen were elderly. But then again, many died in their prime. In Italy, 10-15% of COVID-19 ICU patients were less than 50 years old.5 In the United States, about 20% of those who died were aged 20-64.6 And the dead were no different than you and I.
Think of Conrad Buchanan. Conrad was a healthy, smiling 39-year old husband, father, and DJ from Fort Myers, Florida.7 He  surely didn’t have death on his radar. He DJ’d at crowded bars and clubs in Fort Myers mere days before he contracted COVID-19. Then came the symptoms—March 14th. His wife fought to get him tested, but had no success for four days. By the time he received his diagnosis his health had already radically deteriorated. His wife took him to the hospital on March 22 and never saw him again.8 He died by March 26 with no known pre-existing conditions.
And then there’s T.J. Mendez, a 44-year old husband, father of six, and Sunday school teacher from New Braunfels, Texas. T.J. didn’t expect to die any time soon. He shot hoops on his local basketball court as late as March 8. He lived a healthy life: he exercised daily, ate healthy, took vitamins, and abstained from smoking and drinking.9 But COVID-19 had chosen its victim. On Tuesday, March 24th, T.J. tested positive for Coronavirus. By Thursday, six children had lost their beloved father.
Then there were the youngest casualties. There’s Ismail Mohamed Abdulwahab, a 13-year old son, brother, and student from 	London. There’s Julie, a 16-year-old student, sister, and daughter from France.10 There’s Chloe Middleton, a 21-year-old daughter, sister, and girlfriend from Buckinghamshire, England.11 What were their dreams, ambitions, and expectations for 2020? Fun, friends,  fashion, teenage love, good grades? Surely anything but death. None of them had pre-existing conditions to serve as omens of danger. But their lives abruptly ended—and at least two of them died alone, and will never receive a proper funeral. 
These losses are tragic—but I don’t mean to spark unnecessary fear. The fact is, it’s very unlikely you’ll die from COVID-19. Only about 1.38% of those who test positive for Coronavirus die from it—and that doesn’t count unconfirmed or asymptomatic cases.12 But that doesn’t change the fact that you will die one day. By most chances, it’ll happen when you don’t expect. Everyone waits year long for those special calendar dates—Christmas, Thanksgiving, birthdays. But who knows the day of their death? 
I feel like I’ve learned this lesson better than most. At the release of this little book, I’m 25 years old—and yet, I’ve known six or more people who died before the age of 25. One died of a suspected suicide. Another was accidentally shot in a church building (I was there). Another choked on his vomit in his sleep. Another had an unknown heart condition and died in the middle of the night—only hours before she planned to drive her best friend to the airport. Another had a heart failure in the middle of a theatre practice in New York. Another flew out of her car window and crashed into a tree trunk in a drunk driving accident. I’ve seen a lot of tragedies in my day, and attended way too many young memorials. 
If that’s taught me anything, it’s this: you or I could die today—therefore, we need to urgently prepare for the Great Thereafter. We can’t afford to postpone the questions of our eternal destiny and obedience to God. No question is more urgent, because no reality is more imminent. 
God, are you talking to me?
If you felt drawn to this book, you’re probably already asking some of those daunting questions. Does God care for me? What’s the purpose of my life? If I die soon, where will I go? You might be a little embarrassed that you’re asking in the first place. But there’s no reason to feel embarrassed. You’re not alone. With thousands dying of COVID-19, many are looking for answers about God and eternity. In fact, in one poll, one-in-five non-Christian Americans said this crisis has refreshed their interest in God and led them to seek spiritual guidance in the Bible, sermons, online searches about Bible prophecy, and spiritual conversations.13 44.3% saw the COVID-19 crisis as a “wake up call for us to turn back to faith in God,” signs of “coming judgment,” or both.14  And those respondents weren’t only Christians—even 25% of self-proclaimed “secular” Americans see this as “a wake-up call to return to faith in God.”15 In this hour of crisis, a sea of seekers have begun to whisper, “God, are you talking to me?” 
I’ve rush-written this little book for such seekers. And I want to answer loud and clear—yes, God is talking to you. Amid the COVID-19 tragedy, He’s reminding you of what was true all along—“It is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment” (Hebrews 9:27 ESV); but “God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16 NIV). One day this crisis will pass away—but, well. . . so will you. You’ve painfully realized that. Now it’s time to consider what comes after death, and submit to the Creator who holds your eternity in His hands. If you’ll bear with me, I’ll show you God’s way to stop fearing the flatline, embrace your God-given calling, and safely secure a joyful life beyond the grave. Then, I’ll leave the choice to you. But if you’ll take it, I’ll help you receive the Cure for death.
 
 
 

Chapter Two:
A Universal Pandemic; 
An Ugly Prognosis 

	Right now, the whole world is on alert—and more health-conscious than ever. Can you remember a time in your life when you actually avoided touching your face (did you even know that was a health hazard)? When you pushed the elevator button with your elbow? When you washed your hands so profusely? 
I mean, think about it. Before this crisis, we laughed in mockery at the obsessive cleaning habits of TV character Adrian Monk, played by Tony Shalhoub. We couldn’t believe his war against germs. Who uses wipes every time they shake a hand or open a door? Who washes their hands before they grab a plate from the kitchen cabinet? Who disinfects their disinfectant bottles? One tongue-in-cheek Facebook meme answers: “Just like that, Adrian Monk was perfectly normal.”
But our heightened awareness isn’t relegated to cleanliness. We’ve become especially aware of symptoms. When did a fever ever concern you so much? Or a sore throat? Realize—normally, we blame these symptoms on stress, not deadly diseases. We assume we need sleep, not hospitalization. If we assumed a deadly disease every time we got hot or sore, we’d be considered morose at best and insane at worst. But how many millions now fear their fever could end in death if not treated properly? 
This paranoia might be a little, well, paranoid. But then again, maybe not totally. If you had a deadly disease, wouldn’t you want to know? If you had any significant risk of dying within a few weeks, would you prefer ignorance or awareness? Of course we’re checking our symptoms. It’s part of our God-given instinct for self-preservation. If we aren’t aware we have the disease, how can we beat it before it gets worse? 
Which brings me to some information you may not have considered. A pandemic disease has spread through the earth for most of human history, taking trillions upon trillions of lives. A cure has been available for thousands of years, but most people have died unaware or uninterested. You don’t hear about it on the news or in the movies—in fact, politicians, psychologists, press corps, producers, and even some preachers are helping the spread. And chances are, you’ve caught it. I’m not talking about the flu. I’m not talking about the plague. I’m talking about sin. 
The Disease No One Talks About.
Sin. It’s a curse word today—a word which no one wants to say. A word mocked by the elite class, deconstructed by the educator class, and ignored by the everyday class. But it’s a real moral disease, and no mere human has natural immunity. I certainly don’t, and you don’t either. 
What is sin after all? “Every voluntary breach of the law of love,” said John Wesley. “Sin is anything Jesus wouldn’t do,” said Evangelist Steve Hill. But the most important and clear definition is found in the Bible: “Sin is the transgression of the law” (1 John 3:4 NKJV). Yes, sin is a voluntary choice to disobey God’s commands. Most diseases take their victims without permission, but the disease of sin only takes willing hosts—those who choose to disobey their Creator. 
This is the first fact of sane, practical living: the God of love has given mankind a moral law to keep order in our hearts, relationships, societies, and governments. This law doesn’t consist of taxes, codes, and regulations. It concerns our hearts and the kind of lives we lead. In fact, God’s law of love is so practical that you already know most of it. “The law [is] written on [your] heart” (Romans 2:15 ESV). That’s why your “conscience . . . bears witness” to the rightness or wrongness of your actions, and your “thoughts accuse or . . . excuse” your choices (Romans 2:15 ESV). God’s law guides your conscience, when you want the guidance or not. After we die, God will righteously judge us by that law. How could He do otherwise? Can judges let lawbreakers free without penalty? As Winkie Pratney explained, “A law without a penalty is only advice.”16
If we’ve ever broken God’s law, we’ve opened ourselves to the disease of sin—what we’ll simply call the Disease from now on. We’ll check ourselves for symptoms in chapter three, and reveal God’s powerful cure in chapter four. But first I want to help you feel the weight of the problem. I want to answer the question—what’s the prognosis for those who get the Disease? What righteous penalty will God the Judge place upon those who break His law? I pray that the answer motivates you to take the Cure. 
A Disastrous Prognosis.
Most believe they’ll enter Heaven whether they’ve welcomed the Disease or not. But the Bible doesn’t offer such false hopes.“The wages of sin is death,” Paul tells us in Romans 6:23 (NIV). “The mind governed by the flesh [the state of every uncured soul] is death,” he tells us again in Romans 8:6 (NIV). “If you live according to the flesh, you will die,” he repeats in Romans 8:13 (NIV). The prognosis is clear. Sin has a 100% mortality rate if left uncured. In fact, Jesus warned that it’s the world’s leading cause of death: “Wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it” (Matthew 7:13-14 NIV).
And the death sin brings is not pretty. Some diseases kill softly and slowly; others kill quickly with acute agony; but the Disease kills worse than any other—randomly and eternally. Sin takes its victims when they least expect it—often while they’re still teetering and tottering inside about taking the Cure. And death is just the beginning of the symptoms. 
Jesus compassionately warned of sin’s terrible post-mortem symptoms: “The cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars”—that is, anyone with the Disease—“will be consigned to the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death” (Revelation 21:8 NIV). Jesus’ loving words of warning should alarm us to the sheer urgency of the Cure. The Lake of Fire is a real, physical place where those who refuse the Cure suffer real, physical and emotional pain deeper than the mind can comprehend. 
God loves us too much to let us suffer such a prognosis without warning. That’s why He has lined the Bible’s pages with alarming details of the final judgement. In Hell, the Diseased suffer horrifying thirst, for one cried, “Have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue!” (Luke 16:24 NIV). They suffer physical and emotional anguish, for the same cried, “I am in anguish in this flame!” (Luke 16:24 NIV). They suffer unspeakable guilt for the sins they once enjoyed—what Daniel calls “shame and everlasting contempt” (Daniel 12:2 NIV). And in Hell, the condemned suffer God’s righteous punishment of their sins, locked away in eternal, impenetrable darkness, for “He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might” (2 Thessalonians 1:8-9 NIV). How tragic that many choose this fate through idleness and neglect! 
Yes, many neglect the Cure now, hoping for a second chance after death. But while the God of love gives a million chances in life, He gives none thereafter. The Diseased will suffer eternal death just as long as the Cured enjoy eternal life (see Matthew 25:46). In plainer words, Hell has no escape door. How much clarity this brings to Jesus’ loving warning—“You fool! This very night your soul is required of you!” (Luke 12:20 NASB).
God’s Justice on Trial? 
Perhaps these symptoms seem overly morose. Right now, you may object, “Why must sin lead to death? Why would a loving God ever punish anyone with death, let alone in a place as terrible as you describe?” That question may hurt especially if you have COVID-19 and already fear for your life. It deeply bothered me for a long time, too. For years, I couldn’t grasp how the loving God I knew could send anyone to Hell. Then the answer hit me like a metric ton of obvious. Death and Hell aren’t primarily manifestations of God’s love. Death and Hell are expressions of God’s justice. (God expresses His love by offering salvation from that justice—something we will discuss in Chapter four). 
Think about it. Nothing relieves us more than justice, and nothing infuriates us more than injustice. 
We sigh in relief when serial killers, rapists, thieves, and drug pushers land in jail. In those moments, we finally feel the world is a safer place. We empathize with the victims, celebrating the wrongs righted. When criminals receive justice, the whole world finally agrees on something. 
But when the guilty go unpunished, we rail in frustration. We ache inside that Adolf Hitler, Jack the Ripper, and the Zodiac Killer never faced a reckoning on earth. We shout in anger at the TV screen when we see the guilty acquitted. We expect justice. If we don’t see it, we feel slighted, insulted, and unsafe. 
Then why object to God’s justice? It makes no sense to do so. Why would we expect earthly judges to punish crimes but the heavenly Judge to ignore them? Why would we praise earthly judges for punishing criminals, but berate God for doing the same? Do we want order and justice on earth, but disorder and injustice in eternity? Do we want criminals to suffer on Earth only to enjoy rewards in Heaven? Do we really believe that Adolf Hitler, Jack the Ripper, and the Zodiac Killer should enter an eternal paradise without sadness or death? Do we really believe God should fail justice? 
Of course not. We know that God would be an unjust judge if He didn’t punish crimes. All of existence would fall into eternal anarchy and disorder. And on the day of Judgement, we would be mad at the Judge all over again. 
Yes, God judges because He is good. That’s why sin has a 100% mortality rate—not only for mass murderers, but for liars, thieves, egotists, and more. That’s why God quarantines all the Diseased in the Lake of Fire forever. And that’s why we desperately need to check ourselves for symptoms, quickly receive the Cure, and spread the news to as many as will hear. Otherwise, The Disease could prove terminal any day for us and our loved ones. Come now, let’s check ourselves quickly. Our eternal destiny hangs in the balance. 
 

Chapter Three:
The Symptoms of Sin

	Now that we’ve discussed the disease of sin, I want to help you determine if you’ve welcomed it in your system. Remember—the Disease only takes willing hosts—“Sin is the transgression of the law” (1 John 3:4 NKJV) I’m going to administer a test from God’s law that will reveal any symptoms.
I challenge you to use severe honesty as you take this test. Whatever you do, don’t round up—that’ll surely grant a false negative. Remember, the Cure freely awaits any and all who admit their need. You just need enough humility to face the naked truth. I too had to face this test and realize my desperate need of the Cure. For that reason, you can know I write from the urgency of concern, not the anger of judgment. 
This test purposely covers a lot of territory to help those who want true self-awareness. But you may not need to complete the whole test for it to prove effective. If you begin to feel your profound need of the Cure after a few questions, the exam has served its purpose, and if you’d like, you can skip to the end of the chapter for a few comments, and then to the next chapter for some excellent news. You might even choose to study the symptoms that stick out to you and save others for another time. Whatever you do, don’t lay this book down without reading about the Cure for death in the next chapter. Let’s begin. 
Symptom #1: Idolatry.
The first symptom of the Disease is idolatry. 
God’s law commands, “You shall have no other gods before me” (Exodus 20:3 NKJV). In Matthew 22:37, Jesus commanded, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind” (NIV). Our first God-appointed purpose is to love, worship, and obey our Creator. The Bible declares we were created “through Him and for Him” (Colossians 1:16 NIV). That’s why it’s so heinously wrong to put anything before God. When we de-prioritize God, we rebel against His created order and refuse our greatest duty. We tell God, “My will is more important than yours. I was created to live for you first, but I prefer to live for myself.”
Have you ever put anything before God? Oftentimes even good things consume our emotions, thoughts, and efforts, so that God becomes an afterthought (or no thought at all). Have you ever given more time, energy, or thought to secondary issues than you did to God? Even for a moment? Realize, if you’ve never consciously followed Jesus, you’ve done this all your life until now. 
Another expression of idolatry is wrongdoing. When we disobey God’s commands, we put our unclean desires above our duty to God. Have you ever done something you knew was wrong? That’s a clear symptom of sin. 
A more obvious expression of idolatry is false religion. Have you ever worshipped anyone other than the One True God of the Bible? Prayed to a saint, spirit, ancestor, or angel? Communicated to the dead or the spirit world through mediums, spirit guides, ouija boards and the like?  For my Latin readers, have you ever visited a witch doctor, or used an Amarres de Amor?
If you answered yes to even the slightest of the above symptoms, I have bad news for you. You’ve welcomed the Disease. You’ve broken God’s law, and your day in court is coming. Your prognosis is eternity in the Lake of Fire. You’d better take the Cure while you have time. 
Symptom #2: Blasphemy.
The second symptom of The Disease is blasphemy, or taking God’s name in vain.
In Exodus 20:7, God says: “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes His name in vain” (NKJV). In the Bible, a person’s name represents their honor and legacy. For that reason, God commands we mention His name with exclusive reverence, honor, and love. When we speak of God flippantly, we announce to God and the world that we think He doesn’t deserve our reverence and honor.
Have you ever used God’s name in vain? Have you ever angrily shouted, “Jesus Christ!” or whispered “Oh my G-o-d?” Have you ever made irreverent jokes or statements about God? Enjoyed movies and other media that mocked and ridiculed Him?
If so, you’ve used God’s name as a curse word, and sat still while others mocked your Creator. Tragically, you’ve welcomed the Disease. You’ve broken God’s law, and God won’t hold you guiltless.  Your prognosis is eternal judgment in Hell. You’d better take the Cure while there’s time.
Symptom #3: 
Dishonor to Authorities.
The next symptom is dishonor toward parents and authorities. In Exodus 20:12, God commands: “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long” (NKJV). In Romans 13:1, God commands, “Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities” (NIV). God is the Supreme ruler of the Universe—but He has placed authorities under Himself to manage the human race. In fact, Romans 13:1 says, “There is no authority except that which God has established” (NIV). Therefore, the way we respect our parents and authorities reflects our respect or disrespect toward God. 
Have you ever disrespected your parents? Disobeyed their commands? Mocked them behind their backs—or cursed them to their faces? That’s a clear symptom. 
What about authorities? Obviously we should never disobey God to please others—but God commands us to obey leaders when they rule justly. Have you ever acted with unfit disrespect toward your employers, team leaders, teachers, local law enforcement, or national governors? That’s a clear symptom.
Have you shown symptoms of dishonor to authority at any time in your life? If so, I have bad news. You’ve welcomed the Disease. You’ve broken God’s law, and the Supreme Authority knows all about it. Your prognosis is a deserved eternal punishment. You’d better take the Cure.
Symptom #4: Murder, Anger, 
and Unforgivingness.
The next symptom is murder, anger, and unforgivingness.
In Exodus 20:13, God commanded, “You shall not murder” (NKJV). Right now, you probably feel relieved. “Finally, one symptom I’m not showing!” Not so fast now. When Jesus came to earth, He expounded this crucial command, raising the bar far past literal slaughter. He warned: 
“You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘You shall not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.’ But I tell you that anyone who is angry with a brother or sister will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to a brother or sister, ‘Raca,’ is answerable to the court. And anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger of the fire of hell.” 
(Matthew 5:21-22 NIV)
In this passage, Jesus establishes that unrighteous anger and any consequent action—whether verbal or physical—constitutes murder in the heart. Let me help you understand why.
God doesn’t only see our hands, but our hearts. He knows our internal condition better than we do. And while humans rarely get the bravery to kill their neighbor, we do sometimes indulge the kind of feelings which lay behind every murder. Praise God we can’t exercise those feelings easily and without severe consequence—but what if we could?	
God has the power and right as Creator to take life by merely thinking. What if we had that power? And what if we could exercise that power without fear of getting caught? In moments of anger, we release the reins of our mind and allow irrational passion to take over. With the reason suspended, fomenting rage takes us places we never would normally go. If you could kill by thinking, don’t you think some of those moments of passionate rage might climax in bloodshed? Even almost by a violent slip of the mind? You may regret it immediately—but that matters little. Blood would have already spilled—and can you turn back time? 
That’s why Jesus calls anger murder at heart. That’s why He constantly commands us to love, pray for, and bless those who hate and mistreat us (Matthew 5:44). And that’s why we need the Cure God has lovingly provided. 
Have you ever had unrighteous or exaggerated anger toward someone? Held unforgivingness, refusing to let go of that anger or frustration? Have you ever exercised anger with harsh words, names, or gossip? With physical force—whether by loud, violent outbursts or by quiet, spiteful separation? 
If so, the Apostle John delivered your diagnosis: “Whoever hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him” (1 John 3:15 NKJV). Dear friend, you’ve welcomed the Disease. Your prognosis is eternity in the Lake of Fire. I’d take the Cure in a hurry—it’s readily available!
Symptom #5: Sexual Sin.
The next symptom of The Disease is sexual sin. 
In Exodus 20:14, God commands: “You shall not commit adultery” (NKJV). Hebrews 13:4 warns, “God will judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral” (NIV).  God created sex for enjoyment within the emotionally and physically secure confines of marriage between a man and a woman. If we engage in sexual activity outside of that bond, we reject God’s definition of sex and grossly disrespect our future or current spouse. 
But the call to sexual purity requires much more than physical abstinence outside of marriage. God requires us to operate in absolute sexual respect, including in our thought life. That’s why Jesus warned: “I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart” (Matthew 5:27-28 NIV). That’s right—you don’t need to use your body to welcome the Disease through sexual immorality. As soon as you look at another person with sexual interest or fantasy, you’ve already committed sexual immorality in your heart. 
These questions are uncomfortable, but necessary. First, let’s consider fornication. Have you ever had sex before marriage? Ever engaged in any sexual activity or conversation outside of marriage—including touching and soft encounters? Spoken or acted in sexual passion before marriage? Ever engaged in homosexual activity or relationships?
How about adultery? Have you ever cheated on your spouse?   Had relations with someone else? Engaged in any form of romantic contact with someone else? Held a secret, emotional fling? Flirted with someone other than your spouse—even without intentions of “acting out?” Secretly serviced a prostitute?
How about lust? Have you ever looked at someone other than your spouse with sexual interest or fantasy? If you’re not married, have you ever looked with lust? Even for a moment? Fantasized and self-stimulated? Looked at pornography or soft-pornography? Sent or received inappropriate videos and pictures?
Well, friend, I have terrible news. You’ve welcomed the Disease. Jesus delivered your prognosis: “The sexually immoral . . . will be consigned to the fiery lake of burning sulfur” (Revelation 21:9 NIV). If I were you, I’d take the Cure without delay.
Symptoms #6 & 7: 
Theft and Dishonesty.
The next two symptoms we’ll discuss are theft and dishonesty. The Bible commonly mentions these together because they frequently happen at the same time.
God commanded, “You shall not steal” (Exodus 20:15 NKJV). Have you ever taken something that didn’t belong to you? Downloaded movies, music, or software illegally on the internet, or bought pirated media? Cut in line? Cheated on your taxes? Received pay for hours you didn’t work with no resolve to make up the time (blue collar theft)? Those are clear symptoms of the Disease.
God also commanded, "'Do not lie [or] deceive one another” (Leviticus 19:11 NIV). Lies tempt God to judge us. We state falsehoods to hide the truth, forgetting that God holds the truth, and will one day uncover every secret. “For there is nothing hidden that will not be disclosed, and nothing concealed that will not be known or brought out into the open” (Luke 8:17 NIV).
Have you ever lied? Spoken with purposeful intent to deceive—even minorly? Punched in hours you didn’t work? Cheated on a test? Purposely wrote deceiving information on a resumé or tax form? Falsely told your parents or authorities you would comply with instructions? 
If you’ve lied or stolen, I have bad news. You’ve welcomed the Disease. The Apostle Paul warned: “Do not be deceived: thieves . . . nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God” (1 Corinthians 6:10 NIV). Jesus warned, “All liars . . . will be consigned to the fiery lake of burning sulfur” (Revelation 21:8 NIV). I wouldn’t delay taking the Cure. 
Symptoms #8 & 9: 
Greed & Addiction.
The final symptoms we’ll recognize are greed and addiction. 
God commanded, “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, nor his male servant, nor his female servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor anything that is your neighbor’s” (Exodus 20:17 NKJV). Jesus warns: “Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions” (Luke 12:15 ESV). 
What is covetousness? It’s an ungrateful desire for what you don’t have. Furthermore, it’s to desire your benefit at the expense of your neighbor. Every person desires something; perhaps more income to provide for the family, a more spacious home, or more books to grow in knowledge. But the covetous desire thanklessly; that is, they desire because they’re ungrateful to God and discontent in what they have. They desire without charity; that is, they seek their benefit without respect to the benefit of their neighbor. Covetousness proves especially dangerous when dealing with money. As Paul warned, “The love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have . . . pierced themselves with many griefs” (1 Timothy 6:10 NIV).
Have you ever acted with covetousness, greed, or unhealthy consumerism? Many have recently acted with covetousness by buying unnecessary amounts of house goods, knowing they would leave others empty-handed. That’s a clear symptom. 
Next, let’s consider addiction. Why does addiction reflect covetousness and greed? Because, in general, addiction is a greedy misuse of a good gift of God. 
Consider sex addiction. Sex is wonderful in the boundary of marriage, but sex addicts can’t settle for godly, marital sex. They must have every kind of sex—physical, digital, phone, verbal—and the barrier of marriage won’t do! They can’t merely enjoy intimacy with their husband or wife—they must feast on every slim vixen or macho man the internet can offer. Enslaved to their desire for sexual pleasure, they’ve lost all reason and followed their appetites to destruction. Many finally die of terrible sexually transmitted diseases, or utterly ruin their marriages and family relationships. 
Then there’s gluttony. Food is a gift from God when used for health and enjoyment. But gluttons can’t settle for good portions—hungry or not, they must gorge themselves with every delicacy they can find. Tacos, pizza, brownies, sodas, ice cream, candies—they want it all, and now! They use food like a narcotic to drown their pain or boredom. Many have landed in the hospital or the morgue for their deadly sweet tooth. 
Then there’s alcoholism. Christians debate the morality of alcohol use, but I personally don’t believe it’s always a sin. I’ve met Christians who drank alcohol in apparent moderation. But the drunkard can’t settle for healthy portions—he must drink on. Two, three, then four. He’s dizzy already, but that’s not enough. Five drinks, six—and in the morning he vomits it all out in the toilet bowl of despair. Finally, many die of liver failure or drunk driving accidents. All for one more drink! 
Your Final Diagnosis.
Well friend, how did you do? Did you test positive or negative for the Disease? I’ll be honest. I tested extra positive, and you did too. The truth is, we’ve all voluntarily welcomed the Disease: "All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23 NIV). For that reason, we all await the same prognosis: “The wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23 NIV). “Anyone whose name was not found written in the book of life was thrown into the lake of fire” (Revelation 20:15 NIV). 
This test may have seemed too heavy for your taste. But it needed to be. Why? It’s a pre-test for the hardest exam you’ll ever take. That’s right—you’ll face these questions again one day. God will judge you by this same standard when you breathe your last.
Jesus promised, “There is a judge for the one who rejects me and does not accept my words; the very words I have spoken will condemn them at the last day” (John 12:48 NIV). The moment after you die, you will stand before your Creator. You’ll shrink in fear before the towering, brilliant throne of Jesus Christ, and He will judge you according to His commandments. 
On that day, God’s hour of mercy will have already run out. Judgement day will have come, and “God will bring every deed into judgment, including every hidden thing, whether it is good or evil” (Ecclesiastes 12:14 NIV). God will open your criminal record against Heaven, openly review all its contents, and righteously penalize your every act of disobedience. You’ll experience the biblical vision of Revelation 20:12 firsthand: 
“I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. . .The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books” (NIV).
As you already know, the result will be horrifying. You’ve broken God’s laws—just like me—and God will have no righteous choice but to send you to Hell. And no one escapes Hell on parole or good behavior. The day of judgement is coming. And how can you escape the Lake of Fire? How can you escape the Disease’s horrible prognosis? 
There is one way, if you’re willing to hear.

Chapter Four:
God’s Cure for Sin and Death

	COVID-19 has cast a historic shadow over the human race. In a few short months, it has stolen over 100,000 lives, filled millions with fear, toppled our world system, and postponed life as we knew it. It has singlehandedly forced history’s most distracted generation to finally pause in silence. But for all its reign of terror, COVID-19 is not the world’s reigning disease. The mighty novel coronavirus shrinks in shame before another silent destroyer—the ancient disease of sin. The two don’t even compare.
Sin sets in earlier and attacks more people. Sin causes worse symptoms and attacks for more time. Sin ruled history earlier and has mounted its death toll higher. Sin has inspired more corruption, ruined more economies, dethroned more governments, stolen more jobs, torn apart more families, and ruined more souls than any human virus could. I know the world is racing for a cure for COVID-19—and it ought to. But there’s a cure we need even more. We need the Cure for sin and death. 
If you’ve followed me this far, you’ve probably recognized that much. If you’re honest with yourself, you’ve seen your own symptoms, and have begun to wonder—what is this cure he keeps talking about? What can turn back my symptoms and allow me to avoid my awful prognosis of eternal judgement? I want to announce God’s antidote. But first, let me warn you of some failed treatments. Too many have lost their fight against the Disease by falling for these scam-cures. 
Satan’s Scam Cures.
Satan has produced many scam cures for the Disease. They satisfy the mind for a time. Sometimes they even lead their patients to pseudo-spiritual elation by placebo effect. But then death and judgment come anyways, revealing the scam at great cost. Whatever you do, don’t risk your life with these false cures.  
Satan’s first scam cure is atheism, agnosticism, or denial. When guilty of sin, many simply deny the Judge exists. Freed from God, they can mock sin as a mere social construct and live how they want without fear of a nasty final prognosis. Others admit God exists, but deny they’ve broken His law and welcomed the disease. That’s like refusing cancer treatment, saying, “I don’t believe in cancer!” Death comes despite denial.
Satan’s second scam cure is false religion. Only the True God can cure the Disease, so Satan often entices the needy to follow false gods and ideologies. The Diseased want to get better, but their spiritual doctors secretly lace their medicine with late-acting poison. That’s like going to a trash-man to cure your toothache. 
Satan’s third scam cure is moralism. Moralism here means an attempt to erase your wrongs by your rights. When people feel guilty of sin, Satan often tempts them to fix it in their own strength. He may couch this goal in religious language, calling it “sacrifice” or “penance.” He may couch it in everyday language, encouraging the average Joe to make sure his rights outweigh his wrongs, or to earn his place in heaven by “being a good person.” This cure may seem effective, but it forgets one crucial fact. In court, good deeds don’t erase crimes. In fact, good deeds are horrible bribes in God’s court. It’s like standing before a judge and saying, “I know I robbed the bank, but then I bought groceries for my grandmother!” 
Satan’s fourth scam cure is delay. When people feel guilty of sin, Satan often tempts them to commit to receive the Cure . . . later. This way they can enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season, but still avoid their prognosis in time. That’s like discovering you have a terminal disease but putting off medication until later because you don’t like the taste. Certainly your conditions will only grow worse., making recovery more difficult. By taking this line of action, many have also died suddenly before they could receive the Cure.
God’s Cure for Death Revealed.
Satan’s scam cures will utterly fail you—but one cure has a 100% success rate. It alone guarantees to free you from the Disease and turn your prognosis around. Jesus announced the death-killing prescription in the gospel of John: 
“I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never die” (John 11:25-26 NIV). 
And again in John 3:16: 
“God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life” (NIV). 
You see, the Cure isn’t a pill, a vaccine, or an exercise regimen. The Cure is a person—Jesus Christ. He alone can save you from the mire of sin, snatch you from the fire of hell, reconcile you to God, and transfer you from “the dominion of darkness. . . into the kingdom of the Son” (Colossians 1:13 NIV). What’s more, Jesus loves you, and wants to save you from the eternal judgment you deserve. Yes, “God our Savior . . . wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:3-4 NIV). 
But this poses a divine conundrum of sorts. As the righteous Judge of the Universe, Jesus must punish all sin, great or small. Then how can we go free? There is one way. Let’s enter a court room to experience it with full force. 
Your Day in Court. 
It’s your day in court. You’ve broken the laws of your state, and you know it. In fact, you’ve committed heinous crimes against the public and your own family. Your criminal record reads like a 1,000 page novel. As you sit before the judge, you’ve already predicted your verdict—guilty as could be. You also already know the penalty—life in prison. Your body trembles as the judge slowly sifts through the crime report. He start reading forth the details of your crimes. He mentions the dates and places you did it. He explains the clothing you wore and the car you drove. He explains where you came from, where you went, and who you went with. With each fresh fact, your strength drains more. Your head faints as your heart pounds. Finally, the judge opens his mouth, lifts his gavel and announces—“By the power invested in me by this state, I pronounce you guilty, and sentence you to—”
The doors fling open before the judge can finish announcing your sentence. Your father has run into the court room with tears in his eyes. He hurries to the front with a small piece of paper in his hands. What is it? You look closer but can’t see clearly. He begins to speak—“Judge, I know my son has acted wickedly against this state. You’ve judged well—I can’t deny that he deserves to pay for what he has done. But I can’t bear the thought of him rotting in prison. I love him too much. I’ve decided to liquidate all my real estate properties, stocks, bonds, gold, silver, and precious metals to pay his bail. This is a check for everything I own—now let me have my son. I’ll take him back home and help him overcome his life of crime.” 
You can’t believe your ears. You were going to pay for life, but your father payed instead.
How God Cured Death.
That story reads like fiction, but it’s fact. The truth is, all of us have broken the laws of God’s government. Our sin record does read like a 1,000 page novel (and longer—consider, God has recorded your whole life). We do deserve life in God’s prison, and we don’t deserve to receive bail. But just like the illustration, someone wanted us back in the family and loved us too much to let us rot in our deserved judgement. This person too yearns to break our cycle of crime by adopting us into His family. And more shockingly, this person emptied their storehouse to pay the fine we deserved to pay. Who would ever do such an unbelievably gracious thing? John 3:16 answers: “God so loved the world that He gave…” (NIV). 
Yes, God knew your crimes and foresaw your verdict. He foresaw how the Disease would separate you from Him, take your life, and destroy your soul in Hell. He had every right to let you suffer the judgement you deserve. But He loved you too much. 
He loved you too much to leave you alienated from His presence. He loved you too much to stand by while you sunk into Hell. He loved you too much to let you get what you deserve. So He chose to do something radical; unspeakable; something so scandalous that philosophers and skeptics would question its righteousness for millennia. He emptied His heavenly treasury to save you. “God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son” (John 3:16 NIV). 
That’s right—God gave His one and only Son to bail you out. At the Father’s direction, Jesus willingly left the glory of Heaven for the dark enclosure of Mary’s womb. “He made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness” (Philippians 2:7 NIV). He advanced from infancy to adulthood, growing “in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and man” (Luke 2:52 NIV). Though He endured temptation, “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth” (1 Peter 2:22 NIV). And then, in the prime of His life, like a spotless lamb, “wicked men. . .put him to death by nailing him to the cross” (Acts 2:23 NIV). Though He never sinned, He bore a criminal’s death—subjected to thirty-nine lashes with a glass whip; crowned with a wreath of thorns; nailed in the hands and feet; mocked by the very ones He healed and served; and suffocated by the barbaric Roman cross. 
But love is more than skin deep—and Jesus’ sacrificial suffering reached deeper than His nerves, muscles, and tendons. The Prophet Isaiah prophesied that Jesus must suffer something much worse than physical agony—God would make “His soul an offering for sin” (Isaiah 53:10 NKJV). Yes, to pay for your sins, Jesus must suffer “the anguish of His soul” (Isaiah 53:11 ESV). Jesus laid His very inner being before God the righteous Judge to suffer all the maladies we deserve for our crimes. “He himself bore our sins’ in his body on the cross,” (1 Peter 2:24 NIV), and God “condemned sin in [Jesus’] flesh” (Romans 8:3 NIV). 
Yes, this one thing hurt worse than the beatings; worse than the scourging; worse than the nails and the crown of thorns. On the cross, as crowds mocked and angels mourned, Jesus’ soul bore the very punishment we deserve—utter separation from the Father. For those few dark hours, God sacrificially forsook His own Son, allowing Him to suffer the divine justice due your sins. Breaking under the weight of the world’s guilt, Jesus cried in agony—“My God! My God! Why have you forsaken me?” (Matthew 27:46 NIV). 
And then, the last coin fell from the treasury of Heaven. Body and soul racked with pain, the Savior of the world let out a final whisper: “It is finished—Paid in full” (John 19:30). In the cool shadow of Calvary, all the world’s debts lay cancelled. The storm that saved the world had passed, and Isaiah’s ancient prophecy had come true: 

He was pierced for our transgressions,
    He was crushed for our iniquities;
the punishment that brought us peace was on Him,
    and by His wounds we are healed.
We all, like sheep, have gone astray,
    each of us has turned to our own way;
and the Lord has laid on Him
    the iniquity of us all.
(Isaiah 53:5-6 NIV). 
 
He had borne your punishment so you could know His peace. He had worn your sin so you could receive His righteousness. He had suffered your curse so you could enjoy His blessing. He had experienced God’s rejection so you could experience His acceptance. On the cross, He experienced the pain of hell so you could experience the joy of heaven. 
But the story didn’t end there. 
Jesus' Prognosis Reversed.
The world mocked as Jesus lay in the grave. “Where’s the healer now?” “Why didn’t He save Himself?” “King of the Jews—gone to the lord of the flies!” But the world’s fools didn’t know God’s all-wise plan (as fools rarely do). Jesus had publicly announced it not long before, saying, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days” (John 2:19 NIV). The people thought He had promised violent mutiny against Israel’s sacred gathering place—but He wasn’t speaking of that temple. “He was speaking of the temple of His body” (John 2:21 NKJV). He was promising that He would rise again. 
Not even the disciples understood their Rabbi’s promise. Their thick skulls couldn’t grasp their Messiah’s coming death and resurrection. But it made perfect sense. Isaiah hadn’t only promised that Jesus would suffer. Rather, 
 
“When You make His soul an offering for sin,
He shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days,
And the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in His hand.
(Isaiah 53:10 NKJV). 
 
And remember when Jesus cried, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” He was quoting Psalm 22, signaling all to read what what would come next: 
 
[God] has not despised or scorned
the suffering of the afflicted one;
He has not hidden his face from him
but has listened to his cry for help.
 
All the ends of the earth
will remember and turn to the Lord,
and all the families of the nations
will bow down before him,
 
for dominion belongs to the Lord
    and he rules over the nations.
Posterity will serve him;
    future generations will be told about the Lord.
They will proclaim his righteousness,
declaring to a people yet unborn:
He has done it!
(Psalm 22:26-28, 30-31 NIV). 
 
Three days past the bloody cross, history and prophecy came to their climax in a stone tomb outside Jerusalem. Jesus’ lungs filled with air and His heart with blood. His muscles loosed, His eyes opened wide, and His soul filled with joy.17 Jesus rose from the grave —not as an undead spirit, but as a living person in His own body. The King was alive! 
The Fact of the Resurrection.
And that’s not mere theological fantasy; it’s historical fact. In fact, it’s one of the best testified events of ancient history. You see, Jesus didn’t rush from the grave to the throne. He visited His loved ones to show them the victory He won. He restored Peter after his three betrayals (John 21:15-17). He allowed doubting Thomas to stick his finger in His pierced side, peacefully calling, “Stop doubting and believe” (John 20:27 NIV). He visited with the disciples for forty days, sharing key insights about the Kingdom of God (Acts 1:3). A first century letter from the apostle Paul recounts Jesus’ busy visiting schedule: 
“He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve. After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born. (1 Corinthians 15:4-8 NIV)
And notice—when Paul wrote this letter, he claimed that most of the eyewitnesses were still alive. Paul was either an honest eyewitness or the dumbest liar in history. If Jesus hadn’t visited five hundred people at once, any first-century skeptic could have easily debunked the myth. But Paul welcomed the skeptics’ questions, saying, “Here are the eyewitnesses. Here are their names—you know where they live [Jesus’ conducted ministry in and near Jerusalem]. Check the sources for yourself.”
If that weren’t enough, many of these eyewitnesses died for their testimony of Christ’s saving resurrection. Early church historians tell us the gruesome deaths they likely suffered. Peter? Crucified upside down. Andrew? Crucified in an X. James, brother of John? “Put to death with the sword” (Acts 12:2 NIV). John? Willfully boiled alive, but survived—and then died of old age. Phillip? Possibly beheaded, stoned, or crucified. Bartholomew? Possibly flayed and beheaded. Thomas? Speared to death. Matthew? Burned, beheaded, stabbed, or stoned. James, son of Alphaeus? Either clubbed, crucified, or stoned. Jude? Hacked to death. Simon the Zealot? Perhaps crucified or sawed in half. Matthias, Judas’ replacement? Perhaps stoned to death or beheaded. Paul? Beheaded by Emperor Nero.18 
Many have supposed the disciples simply lied about the resurrection for some kind of sick personal gain. I must ask—would you submit to die such gruesome deaths for a known lie? Would you let someone crucify you, stab you, boil you alive in oil, kill you by a slow stoning, cut off your skin, stab you with spears, burn you alive, hack you to death piece by piece, saw you in half, club you, or behead you—for something you knew you had lied about? I think the question answers itself. 
The fact is obvious. The apostles believed they had witnessed Jesus raise from the dead—so much they were willing not only to die, but to suffer agonizing pain for their eyewitness testimony. You can try to convince yourself that they were all crazy. But if you make that inference, I think you have ulterior motives. You just don’t want to believe. The evidence is right before your eyes. Jesus rose from the dead—it’s a fact! 
	Death Cured. The Secret’s in the Blood.
But He wasn’t satisfied to defeat death for Himself. Jesus rose to the throne of the Universe with one ultimate goal in mind: To “reign until He has put all His enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death” (1 Corinthians 15:25 NIV). Yes, Jesus defeated the disease of sin “once and for all” (Hebrews 10:10 NIV), making eternal life through God’s forgiveness available to every man, woman, and child. Now, His throne is heaven-bent on saving as many as will receive Him until death itself is thrust into Hell and God reigns over the living forever. 
How does God cure death? The secret is in Jesus’ blood. Look at it this way: Jesus took the world’s Disease of sin upon Himself, but the disease didn’t finally kill Him. He absolutely recovered, and has the spiritual antibodies necessary to turn the Disease around in any soul who will welcome Him onto the throne of their lives. Because He recovered, those who receive Him can recover. Because He died for your sins and rose again, you no longer have to suffer eternal death. You no longer have to suffer separation from God. You can now rise again with Him—and live a cured life. 
How? By inviting Jesus to live through you by the Holy Spirit. Yes, now that Jesus has payed for your sins, God is willing to live closer than you ever imagined—in your very being. And when He comes in, He renovates your life, breaking the symptoms of sin and utterly transforming your character. He removes your sinful heart of stone and freely grants you a transformed heart of flesh that loves to obey God (see Ezekiel 36:26-27). “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new” (2 Corinthians 5:17 NKJV).
And that’s not religious fiction either. Jesus really changes lives and saves souls. That’s why Paul of Tarsus went from murdering Christians to converting sinners. That’s why Peter went from denying Christ before a little girl to boldly proclaiming Christ before those complicit in Jesus’ murder. That’s why about three thousand of Jesus’ avowed enemies suddenly devoted their lives to Him mere weeks later (see Acts 2). And that’s why I write to you—a man subject to failure, but being transformed by God’s grace. 
This is my appeal to you. You’ve broken God’s laws just like me. We welcomed the same disease and heard the same terrible prognosis. We both played a part in Jesus’ murder, crucifying Him with our sins. And yet, in His love, Jesus has offered to turn that murder around in your favor. He has offered to freely wipe away your criminal record against heaven, reconcile you to God, and transform your life. Jesus Christ is the Cure for sin and death. Will you receive Him? The choice truly is yours. 
“He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him” (John 3:36 NASB). 

Chapter Five:
How to Receive the Cure

	Now, I’ll reveal  how to receive the Cure. If you’ll obey these instructions, God will forgive your sins and cure your soul right now, transforming your heart by the Holy Spirit’s power. The same instructions apply to Christians who want to return from a season of backsliding or rebellion.
I want to warn you that God hasn’t provided another way to receive the Cure. If you want to escape eternal death, you need to take God’s prescription as given in the Bible. Therefore, make sure that you understand each condition and obey as written, not as you’d like to interpret it. Also, remember that God asks for action, not feeling. You don’t need an influx of religious feeling to receive Christ—only a will surrendered to His conditions. Obey these instructions and God will enact the Cure at once—whether you “feel” strong emotions or not. Let’s begin. 
#1: Prepare for a Cure, Not a Treatment.
First, to receive the cure, you must realize what it is—a cure, not a treatment. A cure kills disease; a treatment manages disease. Jesus doesn’t compromise with sin, He kills it. 
Many pretend to come to Jesus. They add His name to their list of interests, but never truly give Him first place. They confess His name in hope of heaven, but refuse to part with some darling sin or other while on Earth. This will never work. In fact, if you do that, the Bible says you hate God: “Those who hate the LORD would pretend obedience to Him, And their time of punishment would be forever” (Psalm 81:15 NASB).
Jesus came to cure us of sin, freeing us from its dark slavery and terrible prognosis. “He appeared so that he might take away our sins. And in him is no sin” (1 John 3:5 NIV). Therefore, “no one who lives in him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin has either seen him or known him” (1 John 3:6 NIV). This doesn’t mean you won’t ever fall after you receive the Cure—it means you won’t continually sin, persisting in rebellion against God. A rebellious heart proves an uncured soul.
If you come to Jesus seeking a half-way solution, you’ll find no solution at His hands. You’ll inevitably suffer your final prognosis in the Lake of Fire, for the Cure works totally or not at all. But if you come to Him humbly, you’ll be “set free from sin and. . . become slaves to righteousness” (Romans 6:18 NIV). Jesus will come to live in you through the Holy Spirit, granting you power to choose what’s right. Then, you’ll grow in victory over the temptations you face; day by day, battle by battle. Despite every setback, your new life in Christ will testify that you’ll never suffer eternal death. You’ll have a “guarantee of [your] inheritance” in Heaven (Ephesians 1:14 NKJV). 
Side effects of God’s cure include “love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control” (Galatians 5:22-23 NIV). If you don’t want that kind of cure, your prognosis is inescapable. 
#2: Reject Every Scam Cure Forever.
Second, to effectively receive the Cure, you must forever reject Satan’s scam cures. Never again can you find solace in atheism, agnosticism, denial, delay, false religion, idolatry, or moralism. You must never again avoid responsibility by denying God’s existence or commands. You must never again look for answers in false religion, mysticism, the occult, or new age practices. You must never again try to bribe God with good works, but instead humbly rest in His free gift of salvation. And you must never retract your commitment, delaying obedience until a more convenient time. If you return to Satan’s false cures, you’ll inevitably neutralize God’s cure and experience the final prognosis of eternal death in the Lake of Fire.
We’ve discussed what not to do. Now, for the vital question upon which your eternity depends: “What must I do to be saved?” (Acts 2:37 NIV). I reveal the simple, twofold answer in these two final sections.
#3: Trust in Jesus as Savior.
First, let me point out a simple fact—to be saved, you must do something. Salvation will not thrust itself upon you. You can’t receive Christ through genetics or osmosis. Neither can you receive Christ by accident. That’s why millions slip into Hell after sitting passively in church their whole lives. But you can receive salvation right now if you simply do what He requires. What must you do? Paul answers: “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved” (Acts 16:31 NIV). First, you must believe in Jesus. 
What does Paul mean by “believe?” He means more than mere mental assent to Jesus’ sacrifice, for “even the demons believe that—and shudder” (James 2:19 NIV). Paul’s meaning is much more relational—to place your trust in Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross and entrust your life to Him. 
You see, Christianity is friendship with God. Jesus says, “This is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent” (John 17:3 ESV). To receive salvation, you must believe Jesus Christ died for your sins and rose again, and receive Him as your saving friend. He has offered the gift of Himself—the Cure made flesh—and you must receive that gift. That’s how John explained faith: “To all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God” (John 1:12 NIV). True faith in Jesus will surely reverse your prognosis of eternal death, for Jesus promises: “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die” (John 11:25 NIV). 
In summary—let go of every pipe dream that you could cure or save yourself. Ignore every voice that claims Jesus died for others, but not for you. Then cast all of your confidence on the cross and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Bet your soul on the fact that He payed for your sins and rose again to set you free. Then, receive Jesus Christ as your Savior—talk to Him, fulfill the next condition we’ll discuss, and claim Him as yours! Then thank Him for saving you and fulfilling His promise.
#4: Trust in Jesus as Lord; Repent.
But true faith doesn’t only receive Christ’s cure from the prognosis of eternal death. True faith receives Christ’s cure for the disease of sin! How many will fall to hell because they hope God will forgive sins they still willingly commit! The very idea offends your own conscience—how much must it offend God’s?
Paul commands us to “turn to God in repentance and have faith in our Lord Jesus” (Acts 20:21 NIV). To receive salvation, we must not only receive Christ as our pardoning Savior, but “receive Christ Jesus as Lord” (Colossians 2:6 NIV). Lord means supreme authority, master, or possessor. To receive the Cure, you must surrender your life to Jesus’ authority at once.	
That’s right—you must absolutely relinquish the right to rule your life, and choose to “no longer live for [yourself] but for Him who died for [you] and was raised again” (2 Corinthians 5:15 NIV). You must surrender your possessions to Jesus’ leadership, for “none of you can be My disciple who does not give up all his own possessions” (Luke 14:33 NASB). You must surrender your relationships to Him, for “anyone who loves their father or mother . . . son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me” (Matthew 10:37 NIV). And you must surrender your very life to Him, for “whoever does not carry their cross and follow me cannot be my disciple” (Luke 14:27 NIV).
You see, trust in Jesus directly leads to obedience to Jesus. “By faith, Abraham. . . obeyed” (Hebrews 11:8 NIV). “Faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead” (James 2:17 NIV). Think about it—if you really believed your sins crucified Jesus, how could you bear to commit them again? If you really believed Jesus gave His life to save you, how could you do anything but pour out your life in gratitude? As Charles Spurgeon declared, “If Christ has died for me, I cannot trifle with the evil that killed my best Friend.” That’s why Paul calls us “to the obedience that comes from faith” (Romans 1:5 NIV), and declared we “must turn to God in repentance and have faith in our Lord Jesus” (Acts 20:21 NIV). We don’t work to earn salvation, but we do repent to receive the free gift of salvation.
The command to repent may make you anxious. “Where do I begin?” Simple. Offer your life in obedience to Jesus, turning from the sins He has already identified in your life. Cry out to God, asking Him to forgive you and transform you by sending the Holy Spirit to live inside of you. And then let Him guide you as you read the Bible. (By the way, receive water baptism as soon as possible—a powerful declaration of your death to sin and new life in Christ.)
Remember, you’re beginning a relationship of obedience with your new Master. He will continue to transform and teach you until the day you die. When you first receive Christ as Lord, more than anything, you admit your need of transformation, pledge your allegiance to Jesus’ guidance, and begin the lifelong process of becoming more like Him. 
As soon as you repent and believe, God will forgive your sins, secure your home in Heaven, and administer the Cure by sending the Holy Spirit to live within you. Let your friendship with God through Jesus begin this moment, and you can have assurance of eternal life. Don’t delay God’s call—you don’t know when you’ll pass from this life. As the phrase goes, “Many who plan to repent at 12:00 die at 11:59.” Don’t play with your eternal soul—don’t put off God’s honor for a moment more! Right now, submit your life to the Lord Jesus and receive the Cure for sin and death. 
How to Meet with God to Repent.
Are you ready to repent and believe in Jesus Christ? Here’s some guidance to help you meet with Him and invite Him in. You can receive Christ without this guidance, but I believe it will help you foster a meaningful and transformative encounter with God. 
First, I suggest you get alone with God right now. Don’t delay five minutes, ten minutes, or an hour, unless you absolutely have to. Put down what you’re doing and go. Jesus commanded, “When you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you” (Matthew 6:6 NIV). Be sure to leave your phone outside.
When you get to a private place, prostrate yourself before God, kneeling and putting your face to the floor in humility. This is the clearest bodily expression of personal humility and honor toward God. Even the angels use this position to revere God and humble themselves (Revelation 7:11). It also blocks out all distractions. I’ve found that no other position so frees the heart and mind to pour out to God. 
Then, begin to talk to God using your voice. Don’t talk to God in your head—you’ll get so distracted you’ll make no progress. Obey Hosea 14:12: “Take words with you and return to the LORD. Say to him: ‘Forgive all our sins and receive us graciously, that we may offer the fruit of our lips’ ” (NIV). Begin to apologize to Him for your sins just like you would apologize to a parent or authority you had wronged and spat upon. But don’t merely apologize—repudiate the sin, committing to fight the practice forever by God’s help, and asking God to transform you by His power. Leave no stone unturned—confess one sin, and God will bring another to your mind. Confess that, and another will come. Forgive one person, and another will come to mind. Forgive them, and yet another will come. 
Each time you confess and repent of a sin, I suggest you also thank God for cleansing you in the blood of Jesus. Remember God’s promise: “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9 NIV). Don’t just ask for His help—boldly receive it, like you would a gift. Remember that God has offered to forgive and cure you, and it’s your duty and privilege to receive those gifts by faith. 
Repent, confess, and thank God until the weight of sin lifts off our your conscience, and you’ve experienced the promise: “How much more will the blood of Christ . . . cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?” (Hebrews 9:14 NKJV). Then, rejoice in God’s gift of salvation, and thank Him from the bottom of your heart for forgiving your sins, curing your soul, and receiving you into His family!
Are you ready to receive Christ now? Here is a sample prayer you can use to guide your hour with God. I challenge you to use this as a guide rather than a script. Oftentimes it’s much better to let your own heart pour out a petition to God. Once you’ve received the Cure, turn to the next chapter to learn some key practices for beginning the Christian life.  
A Prayer to Receive 
the Cure for Sin and Death
 
Dear God, 
 
I humble myself before you. 
 
I confess that I’ve sinned and broken your laws. 
 
I know that I deserve to receive your judgment,
 and live separated from you forever in Hell.
 
But you loved me, and sent your Son Jesus to die
 for me so I could receive forgiveness. 
 
I know that I can’t earn my salvation. Right now,
 I repudiate the thought that I can save myself. 
By faith, I receive Christ as my Master and Savior. 
 
I repent of my sins. 
(Confess, repent, receive the gift of 
freedom by faith, thank God)
 
I forgive all those who have sinned against me. 
(Confess, forgive, receive the gift of 
freedom by faith, thank God)
 
I surrender every area of my life to you. 
(Confess, surrender, receive the gift of 
God’s power, thank God)
 
I receive your gift of new life in the Holy Spirit. 
Transform my heart, and make me like Jesus Christ! 
 
Thank you so much for forgiving me, curing me of sin, 
receiving me into your family, delivering me from 
eternal death, and preparing a home for me with you forever! 
In Jesus name, Amen.





Afterword:
8 Ways to Live Cured
 
	Did you encounter Jesus and receive the Cure? I want to give some short counsel to help you mature in your new faith and grow closer to God. These eight practices will help you live out God’s Cure till you meet Him in Heaven. 
#1. Thank God for Saving You 
First, to live cured, daily thank God for saving you. 
Did you trust in Jesus and turn from sin, giving God total control of your life? If so, God has cured you of sin’s slavery (Romans 6:18), adopted you into His family (Galatians 4:5), freed you from the judgment you deserve (John 3:16), and prepared a place for you with Him in eternity (John 14:3). That’s a gift worth celebrating every day for the rest of your life! Make sure to thank God daily for providing Jesus as the Cure for your sin and death. 
#2. Follow Through on Repentance
Second, follow through on your choice to repent. 
You’ve declared repentance toward God—and now it’s time to walk it out. Jesus’ most shocking command reveals an important aspect of the journey of holiness: “If your right hand causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to go into hell” (Matthew 5:30 NIV). 
“Cut off my arm?!” Don’t worry, Jesus wasn’t speaking literally. You see, the Savior often used hyperbole to reveal the radical urgency of His message. Jesus simply means you must cut off every major source of temptation in your life—and do it with urgency. He commands you to ask: “What situations or objects tempt me to sin?” Do you need to forsake any idols, sinful objects, or ungodly romantic relationships? Do you need to forego some of your current privileges to close the door on sin? 
Here’s my honest suggestion. Do you struggle with gossip? Kindly tell your gossip buddies that you’ve decided to stop. If they don’t respect your decision, find better friends. Do you struggle with drunkenness? Pour out all your liquor into the toilet; do it now—without delay. Do you struggle with internet pornography? Either restrict your smartphone browsers, get the kind of accountability that will deter you from acting out,19 or both. Are you unmarried and sleeping with someone? Either get married, break up, or commit to never meet them in secret again until you say “I do.”
Perhaps you don’t struggle with any of those issues—or your struggles go much deeper. If so, realize that God wants to guide you, and ask Him how to cut off your temptations at their source. His wisdom won’t follow far behind (James 1:5). 
Maybe you ask—“Is it possible to beat my vices without such radical measures?” Well, maybe—but honestly, I’ve only a met a few people who progressed any other way. Unfortunately, most people are unwilling to part with their privileges, so they continue addicted for years, asking why God doesn’t simply set them free. I don’t want you to experience the same tragic end—but you probably will if you don’t close the door on sin. Think about it. Why should God answer your prayer for freedom if you’re not willing to follow His instructions? That’s why I urge you to close every major door on temptation. It’s better to lose your privileges than to lose your soul. 
#3. Understand the Secret of Freedom
Next, to live cured, you must understand the secret of freedom. Before Christ, you were a slave of sin (John 8:34). What is a slave? One with a binding obligation to service. Before the Cure, you were bound to your flesh, but Jesus has powerfully broken your chains (Romans 6:18). Now, Paul boldly declares that you have no obligation to do what your flesh desires (Romans 8:12). You never have to give into temptation, no matter how strong. You can choose what’s right, because God has given the Holy Spirit to strengthen you. What glorious news! But how can you walk in God’s gift of freedom? Paul answers: “Count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus” (Romans 6:11 NIV). 
That’s right—God has set you free, but to live it out, you have to believe it. If you believe you’re powerless against temptation, you’ll rarely muster the faith to receive God’s power in your hour of need. But if you believe God has set you free, you'll always know His power dwells within. I find it helps to declare aloud to Satan—“I am under no obligation to fulfill your evil desires. I’ve been set free from sin and made a slave of righteousness! By the power of the Holy Spirit, I refuse to obey your orders!” I can’t tell you how many times temptation has melted to nothing before that faith-packed declaration.  
In summary, when you feel tempted, remember God has granted you the power you need. Then, obey Paul’s exhortation: 
Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. Do not offer any part of yourself to sin as an instrument of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer every part of yourself to him as an instrument of righteousness. For sin shall no longer be your master, because you are not under the law, but under grace. (Romans 6:12-14 NIV). 
Be bold, child of God. Temptation often runs in fear at the sight of a Christian who knows they’re free. 
#4. Join a Bible-Preaching 
Christian Church
Next, to live Cured, make sure to join a Christian church that preaches the Bible. 
Hebrews 10:24-25 says, “Let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching” (NIV). God has instituted Christian assembly (what we often call church meetings) to help Christians encourage one another to follow Jesus. You’ll never find success in the Christian life without fellowship. So be sure to find a Bible-preaching Christian church and go whenever possible. There, you will receive the teaching and spiritual connections you need to live cured. 
But whatever you do, stay away from pseudo-Christian cults like the Mormons, Christian Scientists, and Jehova’s Witnesses.  Without going into too much detail, those religious groups teach an unbiblical Jesus and way of salvation. Tragically, they have led millions into destruction by abusing God’s Word—though many adherents mean very well. I don’t want the same to happen to you. If you’d like to understand more about the danger of cults, I suggest you read Walter Martin’s tome, The Kingdom of the Cults, or watch His content on YouTube.
#5. Listen to God - Read the Bible
Next, to live Cured, make sure to listen to God’s voice in the Bible every day. 
God has adopted you into His family, and He wants to talk to you daily. To fulfill this yearning, He inspired the Bible—His spiritual phone-line. Here’s what you need to know about the gift of God’s Word. 
First, the Bible is the only book you can absolutely trust, free of error and full of life-giving truth. As Paul declared, “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:16-17 NIV). You don’t have to sort through it to find out what’s true and false. You can read it with absolute confidence. 
Second, the Bible isn’t just a book—it’s God’s living Word. When you read it, God wants to speak to your spirit. As Hebrews 4:12 says, “The word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart” (NIV). Therefore, don’t just read the Bible like a textbook. Every time you read, ask God to speak to your heart, pointing out details you’ll need to grow that day. 
Third, the Bible is God’s channel of guidance. When we read it, God gives us direction for life and power to obey His commands. As Psalm 119:105 says, “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path” (NKJV). As Psalm 119:130 promises, “The unfolding of your words gives light; it gives understanding to the simple” (NIV). When you need God’s practical perspective, you know where to look. He’s waiting every time to give you the guidance you need. 
Finally, the Bible provides the spiritual nourishment we need to thrive as followers of Jesus. As Jesus declared, “Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4 NIV). Therefore, read the Bible every day to grow closer to God and healthier in holiness. 
Perhaps you’re asking, “Where should I read first?” I suggest you begin in the gospel of John and the epistle of Romans. John will introduce you to the life of Jesus Christ, and Romans will introduce you to the teaching of Jesus Christ. To help you read the Bible every day, I suggest you try to live by Ray Comfort’s Bible-reading rule: “No read, no feed.” In other words, never eat breakfast until you’ve eaten from God’s Word. This will serve as a daily reminder to nourish yourself on the meat of God’s Word. 
#6. Obey God’s Voice
But the Bible gives one important caveat. “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says!” (James 1:22 NIV). Bible reading won’t help you if you refuse to obey God’s voice therein. That’s like expecting to recover from sickness by reading a prescription. Don’t just read the prescription—take it! Don’t just read God’s Word—obey it! God has placed you on the road toward His “perfect will” (Romans 12:2 NIV)—but the trip will stretch long if you disobey. When God gives a red light, don’t dare go; and when God gives a green light, don’t dare stop. Obey God’s directions, and you’ll reach God’s desired destination. To help you stay on track, be sure to develop friendships with genuine Christians who can set an example, keep you accountable, and encourage you in the way. In this way you’ll assure the health of your soul. You’ll also save a lot of time you would’ve wasted in rebellion. 
#7. Talk to God
Next, to live cured, always talk to God through prayer. 
God is relational. Think about it—when we receive Christ, God calls us His children (John 1:12)! Psalm 145:18 promises, “The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth” (NIV). Psalm 46:1 boasts, “God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble” (NIV). What a privilege! But how can we enjoy this special relationship with God? By talking to Him through prayer. 
God calls us to talk to Him at all times; to “pray without ceasing” (1 Thessalonians 5:17 ESV). He commands we pray for God’s honor, the world’s salvation, our needs and growth, others’ needs and growth, Christian ministers, world authorities, and much more (Matthew 6:9-13, 1 Timothy 2:1-3, Colossians 4:2-4). The truth is, you can pray for anything within God’s revealed will and God will gladly bring it to pass: “This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. And if we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we know that we have what we asked of him” (1 John 5:14-15 NIV). 
What should be our prayer attitude? Prayer need not be sanctimonious—Jesus commanded us not to “heap up empty phrases” to try to gain God’s ear (Matthew 6:7 ESV). Rather, we should come with the confidence of a child to a loving parent. Remember, God knows your true state—you have nothing to prove to Him, and you definitely can’t trick Him. Therefore, talk to God humbly but affectionately. Cherish God as your Father and Savior, but revere and fear Him as your holy King, Judge, and Creator. 
How can we pray effectively? First, pray according to God’s will—His promises revealed in scripture (1 John 5:14-15). Don’t pray for fleshly frivolities—God doesn’t want to give you a Lamborghini! (James 4:3). Second, pray from a cleansed heart—repent of any sins you’ve committed and receive Christ’s daily cleansing (Psalm 66:18, 1 John 1:5). Third, pray in faith, believing God’s promise to answer your prayer (James 1:6-7). Fourth, pray with persistence—don’t give up on God’s promises so easily! (Luke 18:1-8). Fifth, whenever possible, pray in agreement with other Christians (Matthew 18:19). Sixth, pray with humility, realizing that God’s righteous answer may look different than you expected (Luke 22:42). If you persist in these biblical guidelines, you’ll surely see God begin to answer your prayers!
#8. Share God’s Cure; Share God’s Hope
Finally, to live cured, share God’s Cure with the world. 
You’ve received the Cure—God’s infinitely wonderful gift of salvation. But don’t forget that most around you still have the disease of sin and prognosis of eternal death. If someone doesn’t tell them about the Cure, they’ll inevitably suffer eternity in Hell. That’s why God commands you to soberly warn of their terrible danger and joyfully offer God’s gracious solution. As Paul declared, 
“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? And how can anyone preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” (Romans 10:13-15 NIV)
Yes, you now have an urgent calling. It’s more important than any other earthly aspiration. Jesus commands you: “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation” (Mark 16:15 NIV). When? How? Begin by praying for opportunities in your everyday life. Paul promised that God has already set up opportunities for you to do good to others (Ephesians 2:10). Therefore, “always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have” (1 Peter 3:15 NIV). I believe that God has prepared an opportunity for you to share Jesus this very week. Ask God to reveal that opportunity, and be sure to take it. 
But how can you share the good news? This book gave a simple format you can review: First, sin is the Disease. Second, God’s judgment of Hell is the prognosis. Third, Christ’s sacrifice on the cross is the Cure. Fourth, to receive Christ, you must repent of all sin and receive Christ. It may help to reread the book to consider how to present this message. Then, imagine yourself sharing the message with a friend—or even practice an imaginary conversation in your car or room. That may sound silly, but you’d be surprised how much it would help you feel prepared for a real conversation. 
Here’s another great way to share the good news—tell others about this book! God used it to save or revive you—why couldn’t He do the same for them? 
Do you know someone who needs Jesus’ salvation as much as you did? Why don’t you write them, tell them what Jesus just did in your life, and share the link to this free eBook? Maybe they’ll receive the Cure for Death, too. Nothing would thrill me more. 
There’s many excellent resources about sharing your faith, but I’ll recommend two here. First, the appendix of this book suggests three ways to share your faith during the COVID-19 Crisis. I think it’s valuable advice for this hour. Second, I suggest you listen to Hell’s Best Kept Secret by Ray Comfort,20 and read the book by the same title,21 or opt for the shorter and cheaper adaptation.22 Trust me, Comfort’s teaching on evangelism will rock your world and impart a passion for sharing Jesus. 
I also recommend you read Ray Comfort’s free discipleship booklet, Save Yourself Some Pain.23 That will serve as a good supplement to this chapter, giving you more in-depth guidance about how to live the Christian life. 
Let us know your story! 
Well, it’s been an exciting journey. I want to thank you for allowing me to share the Cure. Also, I want to ask—did this book impact you? Did you receive Christ or return to Him by its influence? I praise God for that, and I want to know your story!
I rush-wrote this short book to win souls—and I’d love to hear from every single person who received Christ through its message. If you wouldn’t mind, please consider writing us and letting us know how God used this book to touch your life. You can send any testimonies to: 

Message Ministries & Missions:
messageministry@aol.com 
or 
JJ Weller
jj.weller777@gmail.com 
 
Deepest thanks, and may God bless you as you journey with Him.  
 

Appendix:
3 Ways to Share God’s Hope 
in the COVID-19 Crisis

 
	It’s impossible to avoid seasons of pandemic and disaster. No one can stay nature’s hand. But how can we share God’s hope in fearful times like these? In this chapter, I want to suggest three ways: demonstrate God’s peace, address the transience of life, and proclaim the safety of eternal life in Jesus Christ. 
Demonstrate God’s Peace
First, we can share God’s hope in crisis by demonstrating God’s peace. God has offered every believer an unshakeable rest:
“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6-7 NASB)
In this hour, as the whole world seems to rail in fear, we must push into this promise more than ever. While others panic, we must pray. While others trumpet disaster, we must trust God. While others expect the worst, we must hope for the best. Many call Christians “the conscience of the nation.” In this hour, we must act as the nation’s lungs, helping those around us to breathe in deep and trust the Creator Who never misses the sparrow’s lighting on the ground (Matthew 10:29).
Think of it. As quarantines advance around the world, thousands of parents are shelled in with their unbelieving children (and vice versa). Think how many rebellious teens are now stuck at home who previously spent most nights out with their unbelieving friends. Think how many now must develop relationships with family members they once avoided. Even if you’re not quarantined, you’re living in a terrified world. COVID-19 is a thick, dark fog upon the Earth—but it has presented a golden opportunity to shine God’s light. We must not neglect it.
As your family and friends reel in fear with the news on loop, don’t fear to draw away and enter God’s presence. In fact, make sure you do, for your sake and theirs. A home can fill quickly with the smoke of anxiety and worry, causing greater conflict between its members. You have a reservoir of peace to draw from which your unsaved family members know nothing of.
As we seek to witness to loved ones in this time, let’s remember Jesus’ poignant words, so powerfully applied to the home:
“[No one would] light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:16 NIV).
In this chaotic time, let your demeanor reveal God’s goodness. Obey Jesus’ call: “Come away . . . to a secluded place and rest a while” (Mark 6:31 NASB). Then carry His rest into the home. Let God light your candle with His peace in the privacy of your room. Then keep the candle shining in the living and dining rooms. Let your peace become “the pleasing aroma of Christ among those who are being saved and those who are perishing. To the one we are an aroma that brings death; to the other, an aroma that brings life” (2 Corinthians 2:15-16 NASB).
Address the Transience of Life
Now, let’s discuss how to share God’s hope verbally in a time like this. In Colossians 4:3, Paul prayed: “Pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ” (Colossians 4:3 NIV). Right now, God has answered that prayer on a massive scale. Everyone is talking about death, which gives a powerful and natural door to discuss the problem the gospel solves—the transience of life.
Think about it. Shortly ago, most of the population lived without a care. In the West, most lived by the famous motto—“Eat, drink, and be merry!” But now, we’ve suddenly remembered the second half of the phrase: “Tomorrow we die!” Yes, the whole globe has suddenly realized the transience of life.
And the world is reeling at the revelation. Humanity has always sought to escape the bad news. We see it in the Old Testament, when Israel ran to prophets of false comfort. We see it today, as the masses mock God’s Word. But right now, you can’t escape the bad news. Every day we hear about more cases of the dangerous illness. Death tolls rise from morning to night. So many people are wondering—“Will I join that grave statistic? Will Coronavirus take me or a loved one?” And whether they admit it or not, millions have begun to think about eternity. Millions have begun to ask, “Where will I go when I die?” This is a crucial opportunity for the gospel.
In light of this sudden mass alarm, I encourage you to look for God’s heavenly conversation cues throughout the day. Soon, someone around you will mourn the death rates around the world. Why not use that as an opportunity to discuss the brevity of life and the urgency of salvation? There’s plenty of ways to do this, but I’ll recommend a basic approach that anyone can use.
When a loved one begins to talk about COVID-19’s death toll, look them in the eye and graciously address the reality of death. You might say:
“I know—it’s so hard to believe so many have died so fast. It reminds me that we never know when we’ll die. I keep thinking about how we need to prepare for what happens after death. If you died today, where do you think you would go—to heaven, hell?” When they respond, kindly ask, “Why do you give that answer?”
The Bible reveals how most will respond: “Most men will proclaim each his own goodness” (Proverbs 20:6 NKJV). I can only tell you my experience: when I’ve asked this question, 9 out of 10 people have said, “I’m going to heaven because I’m a good person.” When our loved ones answer in that way, we need to point them to God’s standard of goodness—God’s law.
How? You might say something like this:
“You and I might be good by our own standards. But on the day we die, God will judge us according to His standard of goodness. Romans tells us what that standard is: “The law is holy, and the commandment is holy, righteous and good” (Romans 7:12 NIV). That’s what God will judge all of us by. Jesus said, “The word I spoke is what will judge [humans] at the last day” (John 12:48 NASB). Do you think you’ve kept God’s law, found in the Ten Commandments and Jesus’ words?”
Then, graciously review the Ten Commandments and some of the Sermon on the Mount with them. Humbly reveal that you have broken each law, and ask if they have broken them too. Remind them that God is a righteous judge who never fails justice. Then plainly address the reality of death, asking them again:
“Now, when God judges you by this law, will you be innocent or guilty? As a result, will God reward you in Heaven, or righteously punish you in Hell?”
This may seem uncomfortable to you—but it’s not as invasive as you feel. If you present the truth in a loving way, most people will feel your concern and appreciate your desire for their eternal wellbeing. And if they don’t, does it really matter? Are you called to win friends, or preach the gospel?
Truth is, you’d be shocked how God uses this simple approach to awaken others to their need of Christ. “The Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith” (Galatians 3:24 NASB). You want to lead others to Christ? Be willing to address the transience of life using the law of God.
Proclaim the Safety of 
Eternal Life in Jesus Christ
Finally, in this time of insecurity and fear, we can share God’s hope by proclaiming the safety of eternal life in Jesus Christ.
I explained how to use God’s law to reveal the transience of life and God’s righteous penalty thereafter. But we don’t want to leave the lost reeling in their sin—especially in such a moment of crisis. Sure, we want to pull away every false security so our loved ones see their imminent and eternal danger. But then, we have the glorious privilege to share God’s hope found in the cross of Jesus Christ.
There’s plenty of interesting ways to explain what Jesus did on the cross, but I’ll share my favorite here. I’ve probably used this illustration hundreds of times, and the Lord has used it to turn the lights on for many.
When we preach the law, we put our hearer in God’s courtroom. We establish that they—just like us—have broken God’s laws, and that God can’t release them from their penalty without satisfying justice. Remember, a judge can’t release a proven criminal because of supposed “good deeds;” nor because of his own mercy. Neither can God merely “forgive” sinners because of the good things they might have done. He is the righteous Judge of the Universe—if He doesn’t judge rightly, the Universe can only fall into chaos, anarchy, and injustice. “Will not the Judge of all the earth do right?” (Genesis 18:25 NIV).
Then how can we be saved, considering we’ve all broken God’s laws? How can the judge justly forgive the guilty? There is one way. If someone pays the criminal’s bail, the judge would have no choice but acquit the criminal of their prison sentence. Pay the fine, and the judge can knock his gavel, lift his voice, and announce, “Your debt is paid—you can go free!”
And that’s just what Jesus Christ did for sinners like you and I. We committed the crimes and Jesus paid the fine. The sentence of God’s law was upon us; the flames of Hell wisped at our feet. Then, “at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly” (Romans 5:6 NIV).
Yes, on the cross, Jesus received the full penalty of God’s law so that we could go free from God’s eternal prison. As Isaiah the prophet foretold:
“He was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed.” (Isaiah 53:5 NIV).
After Jesus completed His sacrificial work, He lifted up His voice to declare the result: “tetelestai”—“Paid in full!” (John 19:30). Now, all who believe in Him can receive total forgiveness of their sins.
But the good news provides much more than divine forgiveness (an eternally lovely blessing in itself). When we receive Christ, not only does God forgive our crimes—He receives us into His family and recreates our hearts. Not only does He free us from Hell—He prepares an eternal home for us in His presence (John 14:3). He rescues us from the dominion of darkness and transfers us to the Kingdom of His beloved Son (Colossians 1:13). He transforms us from God’s enemies to His reconciled friends (Romans 5:10). And He welcomes us into a worldwide spiritual family heaven-bent on changing the world for God’s glory. What amazing news. Why keep it in?
A Crucial Moment in History
Christian, I’d remind you of something. Right now, billions feel unsafe. They’ve ignored the fear of death for years—but now death stares them in the face every time they turn on the television. Many are wondering what lies behind the last smokey veil. They need our witness more now than ever. Driven by fear, they might even listen more than ever.
Let’s not miss this excellent opportunity to share the safety we have in Jesus Christ. To those who receive Christ, even death is a gift—a mere portal into eternal life, for “all things are yours, whether life or death or the present or the future” (1 Corinthians 3:21-22 NIV). Let’s pour God’s eternal hope into the vacuum of fear and despondency. Let’s pour the glorious news of eternal life into a world on the brink of death.
If we do, we may witness one of the church’s finest hours; a moment of awakening after decades of decline. If we don’t, it could become one of this generation’s greatest missed opportunities. It all depends on one thing—will we share God’s hope, or hoard it for ourselves?
The choice is ours.
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